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FOREWORD
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half a million refugee children of primary and secondary school age in Uganda, 

children. Uwezo at Twaweza in Uganda in partnership with the UK Department for 

comparing the learning outcomes and learning contexts of refugee children with 

Aidan Eyakuze
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Levels of learning are poor across refugee and non-refugee 
contexts, although in some cases, refugee communities 
perform better than the host communities

In the lower grades (P3), the learning outcomes are equally low for 
refugee and non-refugee children (more than 90% are unable to read, 
comprehend, and divide).

Apart from Isingiro district where refugee children performed better in 
literacy than in numeracy by 3 percentage points, overall, refugee and 
non-refugee children performed better in numeracy than in English 
literacy by almost 20 percentage points.

In both refugee and non-refugee 
households children from 
female-headed households tended to 
have higher competencies than their 
counterparts in male-headed 
households.

3 Facts About Learning In Refugee 
Contexts In Uganda

Unless otherwise stated the literacy and numeracy competencies being reported refer to 
children’s ability to read a Primary 2 level English story and answer one of two comprehension 
questions about it and their ability to perform Primary 2 level division.

There are three main sections to the results:

PART 1

There are age-related di�erences in 
learning outcomes. Within the age 
group of 9-13 years old, non-refugee 
children were almost twice more 
likely to be able to read, comprehend 
and divide than their refugee 
counterparts.

There are gender di�erences in 
learning outcomes among refugee 
and non-refugee children, mostly in 
favour of boys. However, in some 
districts such as Adjumani and 
Isingiro girls are further behind boys 
outside settlements than within. In 
Isingiro, girls are ahead of boys by 10 
percentage points within refugee 
settlements and are behind boys by 7 
percentage points outside refugee 
settlements.  

Refugee children whose household 
had lived in Uganda for more than a 
year were more likely to be able to 
read and comprehend, and divide 
than their counterparts whose 
households had just settled in 
Uganda. Somali children are more likely to have 

basic literacy and numeracy skills than 
refugees from other countries of 
origin.

English
story
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 45%
use boreholes as

 their main source 
of water

36% 
use boreholes as 
their main source

of water

Non-refugees RefugeesNon-refugees Refugees

Non-refugees

PART 2

Refugee households have better services than 
their Ugandan counterparts, although in some
cases, they face challenging home conditions

13% 35%

More refugees use clean and sustainable
sources of energy: solar energy is the
main source of lighing

Percentage of households using solar energy.

 

Refugees

40% 66%

Within settlemets Outside settlemets Within settlemets Outside settlemets

113:1 57:1

Refugees (35%) are more 
likely to use piped water 
than their non-refugee
counterparts (13%) 

77% 61%

live in houses made of either 

Refugees

Refugees are more likely to have two 
meals or less per day  compared to 
non-refugees

Schools in refugee settlements have almost 
double the pupil-teacher ratio

51:1 2:1

The pupil to English textbook ratio is within 
refugee settlements and  outside the 
settlements.

Within settlemets Outside settlemets Within settlemets Outside settlemets

 350:1 127:1 

In Arua the pupil to classroom ratio in schools 
inside refugee settlements and in schools in host 
communities

46% 28%

More schools outside refugee settlements had 
supplementary learning materials such as charts 
and other visual aids than schools within 
refugee settlements 

Within settlemets Outside settlemets Within settlemets Outside settlemets

 79% 75% 

Teacher attendance is better in schools within 
refugee settlements than in schools outside 
refugee settlements.

8% 3%

Within settlemets Outside settlemets

32% 26%

There were more children attending pre-school 
in refugee settlements than outside refugee 
settlements.

PART 3

School conditions and services are generally dire in refugee contexts, 
save in a few instances

There were more schools in refugee settlements 
with a school feeding programme than outside 
refugee settlements 
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PRIMARY EDUCATION IN UGANDA
 

EDUCATION FOR REFUGEES IN UGANDA 

refugees are hosted in 12 districts  located mainly in the northern, southern, and 
southwestern regions of the country.

1 
Moyo, and Yumbe

BACKGROUND
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as class teachers because of the acute shortage.

1. 

2. 

How can this pilot study inform future learning assessments in refugee 
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METHODOLOGY
SELECTION OF DISTRICTS

The districts selected for this pilot learning assessment were the four with the 

country to the sixth largest. 

FIGURE 1: REFUGEES IN UGANDA BY LOCATION AND YEAR

 

South Sudan (see Table 1). 
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8.1%
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HOSTING DISTRICTS

COUNTRY OF 
ORIGIN ADJUMANI ARUA NAKIVALE YUMBE 

 N0. % N0. % N0. % N0. % 

BURUNDI 4 0  0  

0  

0  

0  

0  

0  

0  

0  

0  

0  

0  

15 27,484 27.6 0 0 

DR CONGO 29 1,570 1.3 44,779 45.0 0 0 

ERITREA 0 0 750 0.8 0 0 

ETHIOPIA 9 0 784 0.8 0 0 

RWANDA 0 3 8904 9.0 0 0 

SOMALIA 0 0 16,559 16.7 0 0 

SOUTH SUDAN 226,034 99.9 118,523 98.4 101 0.1 287,087 100 

SUDAN 280 0.1 280 0.2 19 0  0 0 

OTHER 0 0 0 15 28  0  0 0 

TOTAL 226,356 100.0 120,406 100.0 99,408 100.0 287,087 100 

 

SAMPLING FRAME

The sampling frame  for the pilot study targeted both refugee and non-refugee 

were sampled independently (Table 2).

2 
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TABLE 2: THE EIGHT STUDY DOMAINS IN THE FOUR DISTRICTS

SAMPLING PROCEDURE

In order to be able to compare literacy and numeracy competences of children 

DISTRICT

 REFUGEES NON-REFUGEE 

 
BLOCKS/CLUSTERS HOUSEHOLDS EAS HOUSEHOLDS 

ADJUMANI 15 300 15 300 

YUMBE 15 300 15 300 

ARUA 15 300 15 300 

ISINGIRO 15 300 15 300 

TOTAL  60 1200 60 1200 

 

arrangement differs from district to district and from settlement to settlement. The refugee sampling              
frame excluded collection centres as it was assumed that the people there had not yet settled into                 
households.  

For the purposes of this study, the four districts were divided into eight strata/study domains to                
represent refugee and non-refugee populations from which households were sampled independently           
(Table 2) .  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 DISTRICT STRATA/STUDY DOMAIN 

1 Adjumani i) Non-refugee population in Adjumani 
ii) Refugee population in Adjumani: The refugee settlements in        

Adjumani included the following: 
Ayilo I, Ayilo II, Alere 2, Baratuku, Boroli, Elema, Maaji I, Maaji II, Maaji III,               
Mirieyi, Mungula I, Mungula II, Nyumanzi, Oliji, Olua I, Olua II, Pagrinya,            
Agojo II 

2 Arua iii) Non-refugee population in Arua 

iv) Refugee population in Arua: The refugee settlements in Arua         
included Rhino Camp and Imvepi 

3 Isingiro v) Non-refugee population in Isingiro 

vi) Refugee population in Isingiro: The refugee settlements covered in         
Isingiro included Nakivale and Oruchinga 

4 Yumbe vii) Non-refugee population in Yumbe 

viii) Refugee-population in Yumbe: Only one settlement, Bidibidi, was        
covered 

 

SAMPLING PROCEDURE 

The sample size for this pilot was based on evidence from previous Uwezo learning assessments, which                
showed that, for the measurement of key variables such as English reading and numeracy competences,               
300 households per district yielded a sufficient sample. 

In order to be able to compare literacy and numeracy competences of children in refugee settlements                
with competences of their counterparts outside refugee settlements, households were sampled in two             
stages. In the first stage 15 refugee blocks and 15 non-refugee EAs were selected within each district, as                  

15 
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both on the children and on their households was collected. 

SELECTION OF SCHOOLS

INSTRUMENTS: THE SURVEY TOOL AND THE LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
TESTS

 on basic English literacy  

each round to record the status and changes in the items. The English items were 

6 -

system.

7  
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of words and repeated words where necessary. The readability test and TTR helped 

focus on disability. The tool was also used to gauge access to school among children 

ASSESSMENT AND SURVEY PERSONNEL

8

assessment processes to ensure the assessment was conducted in accordance with 

refugees, and in a few instances interpreters were engaged to support the training 
team.

RESPONSE RATES

informed consent. 

8  -
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TABLE 4: RESPONSE RATES AT HOUSEHOLD LEVEL BY DISTRICT AND BY 
REFUGEE STATUS

REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS

EASE OF ACCESS TO REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS

ABILITY TO RECRUIT AND TRAIN VOLUNTEERS IN REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS

  

HOUSEHOLDS 
RESPONSES  

 

REFUGEE STATUS 
 

Refugee 89% 

Non-Refugee 93% 

Refugee 90% 

Non-Refugee 93% 

Refugee 88% 

Non-Refugee 92% 

Refugee 91% 

Non-Refugee 93% 

 91% 

ARUA 

ISINGIRO 

YUMBE
 

TOTAL 

ADJUMANI
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recruitment criteria to suit an emergency context.

USE OF THE UWEZO SURVEY INSTRUMENT AND TESTS IN REFUGEE AND 

• 

• 

the presence of bacteria.

emergency contexts.

Regarding the learning assessments, we demonstrated the ability to use the 

ABILITY TO COMPLETE THE ASSESSMENT WITHIN THE SET TIME FRAME

frame as in non-refugee contexts.

PRODUCTION OF USABLE DATA TO COMPARE LEARNING OUTCOMES OF 
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• 

• 

• 

The analysis provides some useful insights about the school and household 

PART I: DISTRIBUTION AND CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS

HOUSEHOLD HEADS

A total of 2184 households were surveyed: In 1,993 instances the household heads 
were the actual respondents while for the rest of the households it was either 

responding to the survey (54.4% refugees and 41.6% non-refugees) were between 
18 and 35 years, followed by those between 35 and 60 (Figure 2). About 1% and 3% 

(with household heads below 18 years old).  

FIGURE 2: HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY AGE GROUP AND REFUGEE STATUS 
N=1,993

FINDINGS

1.4% 3.3% 

41.6% 

54.4% 

40.1% 

35.8% 

16.8% 

6.5% 

Non-refugee Refugee

60+ >35-60 18-35yrs 

<18years
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informed consent. In fact there were few of these and in these cases, informed 

Welfare Council leaders (RWCs).

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY SEX, LEVEL OF EDUCATION AND 
REFUGEE STATUS

FIGURE 3: HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY GENDER

 

FIGURE 4: HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION, GENDER AND 
REFUGEE STATUS
N=1,892
  

30.3%

 

59.8%

 

69.7%

 

40.2%

 

Non-refugee Refugee

Male Female

13.1%

 50.6%

 

31.8%

 

4.5%

 

9.1%

 

65.4%

 

18.6%

 

6.9%

 

34.9%

 

50.7%

 

12.4%

 

2.1%

 

29.6%

 
53.5%

 

13.7%

 

3.1%

Refugee Non-refugee

 

Male Female

Tertiary/UniversitySecondary Primary None
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educated counterparts (Bartolini, Triandafyllidou and Gropas 2015); however, this 

DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN SURVEYED

A total of 5,473 children aged 3-16 were surveyed for their pre-school and school 
status (Figure 5). Out of these, 4,156 aged 6-16 were assessed in literacy and 
numeracy (Figure 6).

FIGURE 5: EDUCATION LEVELS OF CHILDREN (AGE 3-16) BY EDUCATION 
LEVEL, WITHIN AND OUTSIDE REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS
N=5,473

FIGURE 6: ASSESSED CHILDREN (AGE 6-16) DISTRICT, REFUGEE STATUS AND 
GENDER
N=4,156

8%
 24%

 

15%

 

17%

 

12%

 

10%

 

7%

 

2% 1% 4% 3% 

 

13%

 

15%

 

13%

 

10%

 

6%

 

3% 
2% 8%

 

 Within  Out

 Secondary and above  Others (out of school, dropouts and nonformal)

ECDE P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7

29%

  

 
 

  

  

 

 
 

  

Girls Boys Government Private Community Literacy Numeracy

Refugee Non-refugee

Sex (%) School type (%) Pupils assessed (%)

48.6%  51.5%  44.8%  

23.7% 
31.5% 

96.2% 92.4%
 

49.5%  50.5%  

74.4% 

17% 
8.6% 

94.1% 92.1%
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Figure 6 indicates that the pupils assessed were evenly distributed across genders. 

and community schools (31.5%). About 95% and 92% of the children sampled were 

were evenly distributed across age, grade and district (Annexes II & III).

PART II: LEARNING LEVELS IN REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS AND HOST 
COMMUNITIES

targets for Primary 2 (P2). We shall examine the levels of competence according 

in Table 5.

TABLE 5: PERCENTAGES OF ASSESSED CHILDREN (P3-7), BY DISTRICT AND BY 
GRADE
N=1,856 

Non-refugees

DISTRICT REFUGEE STATUS P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 

ADJUMANI 
Non-refugee (N=261) 32.4% 30.2% 22.6% 11.4% 3.4% 

Refugee (N=315) 27.0% 37.1% 19.3% 13.0% 3.7% 

ARUA 
Non-refugee (N=183) 28.3% 28.6% 23.3% 12.5% 7.3% 

Refugee (N=254) 37.8% 19.3% 23.0% 17.9% 2.0% 

ISINGIRO 
Non-refugee (N=165) 30.4% 27.3% 13.3% 18.2% 10.8% 

Refugee (N=178) 39.2% 25.4% 22.7% 8.1% 4.6% 

YUMBE 
Non-refugee (N=214) 37.9% 23.0% 23.7% 13.6% 1.7% 

Refugee (N=286) 31.3% 29.4% 16.7% 16.8% 5.8% 

TOTAL 
Non-refugee (N=823) 31.4% 27.4% 20.9% 13.9% 6.4% 

Refugee (N=1,033) 35.1% 25.4% 21.1% 14.8% 3.6% 

       
 

These statistics show that there are several broad similarities between refugee and 
non-refugee households in their educational background and in their use of schools. 
The most notable differences are the larger proportion of female household heads 
in the refugee households, the unusually large proportions of refugee children 
attending non-government primary schools, and the slightly larger proportion of 
children inside refugee settlements attending pre-school and those out of school. 
Because of special circumstances and a relative shortage of government schools, 
large proportions of refugees are attending community schools in Adjumani District 
and private schools in Yumbe District (Annex III). In host commmunities, private 
schools tend not to be affordable to the poorer households, although they are 
popular in Isingiro District (Uwezo 2015). 
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all of these children would be able to successfully perform all the reading and 

FULL COMPETENCE IN NUMERACY AND ENGLISH LITERACY

English story.

COMPETENCIES

Also, as the data will show later, Arua has the highest pupil-teacher and pupil-

than numeracy. This could be due to challenges refugee children face when learning 

9).  

28%

 

27%

 

23%

 37%

 

28%

45%

 

57%

 

41%

 

34%

54%

 

21%

 

24%

 

17%
26% 23%

 

All Adjumani Arua Isingiro Yumbe

 

 Literacy  Numeracy  Full competency  (read and comprehend a story and divide)
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FIGURE 8: NON-REFUGEE PUPILS’ (P3 – P7) LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
COMPETENCIES
N = 823

FIGURE 9: PUPILS (P3, P5, AND P7) WITH FULL LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
COMPETENCE BY REFUGEE STATUS
N=1,101

33%

 

30%

 

33%

 

39%

 

30%

 
54%

 

53%

 

55%

 

51%

 

55%

 

28%

 

28%

 

28%

 

31%

 

24%

 

All Adjumani Arua Isingiro Yumbe

 
 Literacy  Numeracy  Full competency  (read and comprehend a story and divide)

Figures 7 and 8 above show that on average non-refugee children in P3-7 do better 
on literacy, numeracy and full competence by between 6-9 percentage points. In 
P3, however, the learning outcomes are equally low for refugee and host 
community children (more than 90% are unable to read and comprehend and 
divide) (Figure 9). In Isingiro in P5 and in Adjumani in P7, there are more refugee 
children attaining full competency than non-refugee children whereas in all other 
districts / grades, non-refugee children perform better. As noted above, this 
variation could be mainly due to children attending or not attending private 
schools.

65

76
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FULL COMPETENCY BY SEX, P3-7

A comparison of learning outcomes of refugee and non-refugee children by sex 

and between refugees and non-refugees.

FIGURE 10: REFUGEE PUPILS’ (P3 – P7) FULL LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
COMPETENCIES BY GENDER
N=1,033

Figure 10 shows that among refugee children, there is a gender disparity in every 
district. In the three West Nile districts of Adjumani, Arua and Yumbe, the disparity 
is in favour of boys. In Isingiro (located in Western Uganda) girls have higher learning 
levels than boys.

FIGURE 11: NON-REFUGEE PUPILS’ (P3 – P7) FULL LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
COMPETENCIES BY GENDER
N = 823
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28.8%

 

33.8%

 

25.7%

 

28.9%
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In non-refugee contexts (Figure 11), boys consistently outperform girls in all four 

in each district (Figures 10 and 11), within Adjumani and Isingiro girls are further 

across refugees and non-refugees, while in Yumbe the gap is smaller for children in 
non-refugee areas.

stakeholders to ensure that all children learn.

FULL COMPETENCY BY AGE, 9-13 YEARS

non-refugee children aged 9-13 years (Figure 12). There were 1,954 children 
surveyed (1,059 refugees and 895 non-refugees).

FIGURE 12: NON-REFUGEE AND REFUGEE PUPILS’ FULL LITERACY AND 
NUMERACY COMPETENCIES BY AGE (9-13 YEARS)
N=1,954

literacy and numeracy competencies than non-refugee children in the same age 

interrupted and they are more likely to be over age for their class and have repeated 

FULL COMPETENCY BY NATIONALITY/COUNTRY OF ORIGIN, P3-7

The data show that some refugee children are far more likely to be learning than 
others; 65% of Somali pupils were able to read, comprehend and divide compared 
to fewer than 30% of pupils from Rwanda, South Sudan, Burundi, DRC and Ugandan 
children in the host community (Figure 13). 
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FIGURE 13: PUPILS (P3 - P7) WITH FULL LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
COMPETENCE BY NATIONALITY

**Others include Kenya, Eritrea, Ethiopia and Sudan

FULL COMPETENCE BY GENDER, SCHOOL ATTENDED AND REFUGEE STATUS 
OF HOUSEHOLD HEAD

In both refugee and non-refugee households children from female-headed 
households tend to have slightly higher competences than their counterparts in 
male-headed households (Figure 14). 

FIGURE 14: PUPILS (P3 – P7) WITH FULL LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
COMPETENCE BY GENDER OF HOUSEHOLD HEAD AND REFUGEE STATUS 
N=1,779

the three categories of schools; government-aided, private and community, with 
children enrolled in private schools having the advantage (Figure 15). The percentage 
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COMPETENCE BY SCHOOL TYPE AND REFUGEE STATUS 

LITERACY 

appropriate strategy. Although Uwezo also does some assessment in local languages 
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FIGURE 16: PUPILS (P3 – P7) COMPETENT IN ENGLISH LITERACY BY REFUGEE 
STATUS

FIGURE 17: PUPILS (P3 – P7, REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS) COMPETENT IN 
ENGLISH LITERACY BY DURATION OF STAY IN UGANDA
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and out of school than the new entrants. Beyond three years, the refugee children’s 
learning outcomes decline, possibly because they now face the same contextual 
factors driving learning in the host community.
 
LITERACY COMPETENCE OF REFUGEE AND NON-REFUGEE PUPILS BY CLASS 
AND DISTRICT

FIGURE 18: PUPILS (P3 – P7) COMPETENT IN ENGLISH LITERACY BY CLASS 
AND DISTRICT
N=1,856
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successfully. Successful performance in division was treated as the indicator of full 
numeracy competency. 

children had acquired full numeracy competence. This contrasts starkly with the 
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The analysis reveals that refugee children are as likely to be competent in literacy as 
their counterparts in host communities. Figure 18 indicates that all pupils 
irrespective of refugee status are developing the intended reading skills relatively 
late. It is only by P6 that more than half can read and understand a short P2 level 
story in English. 
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some cases there are more refugee than non-refugee pupils reaching the highest 

especially for refugee pupils.
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PART III. HOUSEHOLD AND SCHOOL CONDITIONS

HOUSEHOLD FACTORS

EDUCATION: REFUGEE CHILDREN ARE MORE LIKELY TO COME FROM HOMES 
WITH LESS EDUCATED HOUSEHOLD HEADS

FIGURE 21: HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION

 

HOUSEHOLD SIZE: REFUGEE HOUSEHOLDS ARE RELATIVELY LARGE
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Education is a key tool for development and previous research indicates that the 
there is a strong relationship between parents’ level of education and children’s 
educational achievement (Uwezo 2014: 35). Overall, the study revealed that about 
two in every ten surveyed household heads had no formal education. More refugee 
(25.6%) than non-refugee (15.2%) household heads had no formal education at all. 
More than half of the respondents (among refugees and host community members) 
had completed primary education (Figure 21). 
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which compared learning outcomes across Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania for the 
2011-2015 assessments noted that the larger the household size the lower the 

FIGURE 22: MEAN HOUSEHOLD SIZE BY REFUGEE STATUS AND BY DISTRICT 
 

HOUSE QUALITY: REFUGEES ARE MORE VULNERABLE

permanent and all-weather houses.   

FIGURE 23: TYPE OF WALLS OF MAIN HOUSE BY REFUGEE STATUS
N= 2,018
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Arua and Yumbe leave them the most vulnerable.

MEALS: REFUGEES ARE MORE LIKELY TO HAVE TWO MEALS OR FEWER A DAY

The majority of the refugees in the four districts eat one or two meals per day 
(Figure 24). In all the districts surveyed, only 7% of refugees compared to 34% of 

of non-refugees) eat three or more meals per day. 

FIGURE 24: MEALS PER DAY BY REFUGEE STATUS AND DISTRICT
N=2,032
 

 

NUTRITION: REFUGEES CONSUME LESS VEGETABLES

Vegetables are an important part in any diet, without which the person is prone to 

FIGURE 25: NUMBER OF TIMES VEGETABLES ARE EATEN IN THE HOUSEHOLD 
PER DAY, BY REFUGEE STATUS
N=2,028
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WATER: REFUGEES HAVE BETTER ACCESS TO IMPROVED SOURCES THAN 
HOST COMMUNITIES

The survey results on the main source of water for the household reveal that 45% 
of non-refugees and 36% of refugees use boreholes as their main source of water. 

(35%) access piped water than non-refugees (13%) did. More refugees use water 
trucks (22%) compared to non-refugees (0.2%) and more non-refugees (18%) make 
use of a river/lake/spring compared to their refugee counterparts (3%) (Figure 26).

FIGURE 26: MAIN SOURCE OF WATER BY REFUGEE STATUS
N=2,066

sources for refugees across districts. Adjumani and Yumbe residents are more likely 
to use boreholes than residents of other districts, whereas piped water is more 
accessible for reufgees in Isingiro than in other districts (not shown in chart).

REFUGEE HOUSEHOLDS ARE MORE LIKELY TO TREAT WATER FOR SAFE 
DRINKING

Although methods may vary, overall refugee households are more likely to treat 
their water in some way. In Isingiro, however, similar numbers of refugees and 
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The study further obtained information from respondents on how water was made 
safe for drinking (Figure 27), and the results reveal that 66% of those in host 
communities and 41% of refugee respondents do not do anything to make water 
safe.  Other respondents seem to adopt several methods and the responses varied 
across districts. For instance, whereas the majority of refugees in Yumbe use 
chlorine / water guard (49%), around the same proportion (47%) in Isingiro district 
boil their water. Most non-refugee households in Adjumani (80%) and Yumbe 
(83%) do not treat their water while most refugees in the same districts  use 
chlorine / water guard. This could be attributed to the fact that health, water, 
sanitation and hygiene matters are emphasised by the agencies managing 
settlements and are highly important in emergency contexts due to the 
concentration of households.
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FIGURE 27: WATER TREATMENT BY REFUGEE STATUS AND DISTRICT

SOURCES OF ENERGY

FIGURE 28: MAIN SOURCE OF LIGHTING BY REFUGEE STATUS AND DISTRICT 
N=2,018
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FIGURE 29: MAIN SOURCE OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME BY REFUGEE STATUS
N=1,955
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secondary sources of income.

SCHOOL FACTORS

contexts. 

ownership, enrolment by grade and gender, numbers of teaching and non-teaching 

classroom. 



39Are Our Children Learning? |Uwezo learning assessment in refugee contexts in Uganda| March 2018

OUTSIDE REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS
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FIGURE 31: SCHOOL FACILITIES AND SERVICES BY LOCATION WITHIN OR 
OUTSIDE REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS

problem in refugee contexts. 

FIGURE 32: PUPIL TO CLASSROOM RATIO BY LOCATION, WITHIN OR 
OUTSIDE REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS
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HEALTH AND HYGIENE SERVICES: ENSURING PUPILS’ WELL-BEING 

without slabs. Across the four districts, use of pit latrines without a slab is most 

the schools concerned. 

FIGURE 33: TYPE OF PUPIL TOILETS/LATRINES IN THE SCHOOL BY LOCATION 
AND DISTRICT

with limited mobility. Catering for the needs of people with disability is not only a 
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Although teachers in Uganda have been encouraged to adapt to large classes, and 
some make good efforts to do so (Nakabugo et al 2008), extreme shortages of 
teachers and classrooms necessarily reduce learning opportunities. Classroom 
shortages are present in all four surveyed districts but worst in schools inside 
refugee settlements. On average, the pupil-classroom ratio within refugee 
settlements is 221:1 compared to 100:1 outside refugee settlements. The refugee 
settlements in Arua and Yumbe have the most pupils per classroom but the 
difference between refugee settlements and host communities is starkest in 
Isingiro in terms of how many times bigger the proportion is of within compared to 
outside refugee settlements.
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FIGURE 34: PERCENTAGE OF ACCESSIBLE TOILETS BY DISTRICT AND BY 
LOCATION WITHIN OR OUTSIDE REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS
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were 1,958 teachers in total in the four surveyed districts, out of which 1,608 were 

Figure 36 indicates that there was a slightly higher percentage of trained teachers 

trained teachers. 

FIGURE 36: TRAINED TEACHERS BY LOCATION AND DISTRICT (WITHIN AND 
OUTSIDE REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS)
N=1,958

were present in school, implying that 2 out of 10 teachers are absent from school 

which found that 1 in 4 (24 percent) teachers were not in school on the day of the 

teachers are absent from school each day. 

FIGURE 37: % OF TEACHERS PRESENT IN SCHOOL ON THE DAY OF THE 
VISIT BY DISTRICT AND BY LOCATION WITHIN OR OUTSIDE REFUGEE 
SETTLEMENTS
N=103
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teacher presence overall, it may be worthwhile, in future assessments, to look more 

 
With regard to gender, female teachers are more present at school than male 

In Isingiro and Yumbe districts, it is the contrary – male teachers are more present 
at school than females. Female teachers are more present at school than their male 

SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAMMES

programme. It should be noted that a school feeding programme is unlikely to be 
provided for free except in areas receiving food aid, such as emergency contexts 
where World Food Programme (WFP) assistance is common. This could explain why 

FIGURE 38: SCHOOL-FEEDING PROGRAMMES BY LOCATION AND DISTRICT
N=103
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school feeding programme contributes to factors that hamper learning, such as low 

pupil absence from school during the sixth Uwezo learning assessment conducted 
in 2015 (Uwezo 2016, 32). 
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FIGURE 39: MAIN SOURCE OF WATER FOR SCHOOLS
N=103

 

In terms of seasonality (Figure 40), water in the schools within and outside 

FIGURE 40: SEASONALITY AND SAFETY OF WATER IN SCHOOLS BY LOCATION 
N=103
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14.3% 6.7

33.3
14.314.3%

One out of ten refugee schools (14%) in Adjumani indicated that they did not have any 
water source, a situation that poses a health challenge to the school community. 
Elsewhere, as with household supply, trucking was a more common source in refugee 
settlements than elsewhere.
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FIGURE 41:  CONDITIONS IN PRIMARY 2 CLASSROOMS BY LOCATION
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of other 
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outcomes are in general low both for refugee and non-refugee children, with 

data. 

refugee children perform more poorly than non-refugee children. This could be due 
to the fact that the schooling of some refugee children has been interrupted, and 

demoralizes them. 

CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS
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contexts and others that are the same for refugee and non-refugee pupils and their 

problems with similar indicators in both contexts.

pilot study to inform future learning assessments in refugee contexts, as outlined 
below.

SAMPLING FRAMES AND ENTRY ISSUES

While it is possible to do the learning assessment in a refugee context, issues of 
sampling would need to be carefully thought through if it were to be implemented 

entry and access can be easily secured for the assessment.
 

indicates:
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TABLE 6: RESPONSE RATES IN LITERACY AND NUMERACY BY LOCATION 

community.

INSTRUMENTATION: SURVEY TOOLS AND ASSESSMENT TOOLS

The pilot has shown that using the same literacy and numeracy assessment tools 

the comparability of learning data recorded for refugee and non-refugee children. 

 Refugee areas (% assessed)  Non -refugee areas (% assessed)

 Literacy  Numeracy  Literacy  Numeracy  

Adjumani  98.9  98.0  98.7  99.0  

Arua  93.6  89.8  97.7  91.2  

Isingiro  89.9  89.1  92.4  88.5  

Yumbe  97.1  95.6  95.8  95.2  

Total  94.1  92.1  96.2  92.4  
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of teaching and learning. For example, there would be need for items that go beyond 

ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR LEARNING ASSESSMENTS IN REFUGEE CONTEXTS
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refugee areas (% assessed)

DISTRICT NAMES TYPE

Bundibugyo Bubukwanga TC Refugee transit centre

Adjumani Alere 2 Refugee loca on

Adjumani Ayilo I Refugee se lement

Adjumani Ayilo II Refugee se lement

Adjumani Baratuku Refugee se lement

Adjumani Bidibidi Refugee se lement

Adjumani Boroli Refugee se lement

Adjumani Elegu CP I Collec on point

Adjumani Elegu CP II Collec on point

Adjumani Elema Refugee loca on

Adjumani Maaji I Refugee se lement

Adjumani Maaji II Refugee se lement

Adjumani Maaji III Refugee se lement

Adjumani Mirieyi Refugee loca on

Adjumani Mungula I Refugee loca on

Adjumani Mungula II Refugee loca on

Adjumani Nyumanzi Refugee se lement

Adjumani Nyumanzi TC Refugee transit centre

Adjumani Oliji Refugee loca on

Adjumani Olua I Refugee loca on

Adjumani Olua II Refugee loca on

Adjumani Pagrinya Refugee se lement

Adjumani Pagrinya RC1 Recep on centre

Adjumani Pagrinya RC2 Recep on centre

Adjumani Agojo II Refugee se lement

Adjumani Dzaipi Refugee transit centre

Arua  Imvepi RC Recep on centre

Arua Kuluba CP Collec on point

Arua Ocea RC Refugee transit centre

Arua Rhino Camp Refugee se lement
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ANNEXES

ANNEX I: LIST OF REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS IN UGANDA AS OF 2017

refugee areas (% assessed)

DISTRICT NAMES TYPE

Bundibugyo Bubukwanga TC Refugee transit centre

Adjumani Alere 2 Refugee loca on

Adjumani Ayilo I Refugee se lement

Adjumani Ayilo II Refugee se lement

Adjumani Baratuku Refugee se lement

Adjumani Bidibidi Refugee se lement

Adjumani Boroli Refugee se lement

Adjumani Elegu CP I Collec on point

Adjumani Elegu CP II Collec on point

Adjumani Elema Refugee loca on

Adjumani Maaji I Refugee se lement

Adjumani Maaji II Refugee se lement

Adjumani Maaji III Refugee se lement

Adjumani Mirieyi Refugee loca on

Adjumani Mungula I Refugee loca on

Adjumani Mungula II Refugee loca on

Adjumani Nyumanzi Refugee se lement

Adjumani Nyumanzi TC Refugee transit centre

Adjumani Oliji Refugee loca on

Adjumani Olua I Refugee loca on

Adjumani Olua II Refugee loca on

Adjumani Pagrinya Refugee se lement

Adjumani Pagrinya RC1 Recep on centre

Adjumani Pagrinya RC2 Recep on centre

Adjumani Agojo II Refugee se lement

Adjumani Dzaipi Refugee transit centre

Arua  Imvepi RC Recep on centre

Arua Kuluba CP Collec on point

Arua Ocea RC Refugee transit centre

Arua Rhino Camp Refugee se lement
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Arua Imvepi Refugee se lement

Hoima Kyangwali Refugee se lement

Isingiro Nakivale Refugee se lement

Isingiro Oruchinga Refugee se lement

Kampala Kampala Refugee urban loca on

Kamwenge Rwamwanja Refugee se lement

Kiryandongo Kiryandongo Refugee se lement

DISTRICT NAMES TYPE

Kiryandongo  Kiryandongo RC  Refugee transit centre  

Kisoro  Nyakabande TC  Refugee transit centre  

Koboko  Lobule  Refugee se lement  

Kyegegwa  Kyaka II  Refugee se lement  

Lamwo  Lokung  Collec on point  

Lamwo  Madi Opei  Collec on point  

Lamwo  Ngomoromo  Collec on point  

Lamwo  Waligo  Collec on point  

Lamwo  Palabek  Refugee se lement  

Lamwo  Palabek RC  Recep on centre  

Lamwo  Aweno –  Olwi  Collec on point  

Moyo  Kerwa  Collec on point  

Moyo  Laufori  Collec on point  

Moyo  Metu  Collec on point  

Moyo  Moyo  Dispersed refugee loca on  

Moyo  Palorinya  Refugee se lement  

Moyo  Palorinya RC  Recep on centre  

Rukungiri  Matanda  Refugee transit centre  

Yumbe  Bidibidi RC  Recep on centre  

Yumbe  Menzere  Collec on point  
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ANNEX II: ASSESSED CHILDREN (6-16) BY DISTRICT AND AGE LEVELS

District Refugee 
status 

Age 

  6
 Age 

7 

Age 

8 

Age 

9 

Age 

10 

Age 

11 

Age 

12 

Age 

13 

Age 

14 

Age 

15 

Age 

16 

Adjumani  
 10.6% 9.8% 9.7% 8.2% 9.0% 7.5% 8.9% 11.0% 9.9% 8.3% 7.2% Refugee 
(N=657) 

9.3% 9.9% 11.4% 9.4% 12.2% 7.4% 9.4% 7.7% 8.8% 6.0% 8.5% 

Arua  

Non-refugee 
(N=555) 

10.3% 7.5% 7.8% 10.1% 13.5% 7.3% 10.4% 9.6% 7.8% 7.1% 8.7% Refugee 
(N=537) 

9.6% 10.5% 10.9% 9.4% 8.8% 8.4% 10.0% 10.2% 8.5% 7.2% 6.6% 

Isingiro  

Non-refugee 
(N=422) 

9.0% 10.6% 10.0% 9.0% 12.3% 6.7% 9.4% 9.2% 9.7% 7.1% 7.0% Refugee 
(N=472) 

10.7% 13.5% 9.4% 8.3% 12.0% 9.2% 11.9% 7.6% 6.3% 5.1% 6.1% 

Yumbe  

Non-refugee 
(N=378) 

10.5% 7.6% 8.5% 9.0% 10.3% 6.5% 10.4% 11.1% 9.6% 8.0% 8.7% Refugee 
(N=591) 

11.3% 12.1% 8.9% 11.9% 10.9% 6.8% 9.8% 8.9% 7.0% 7.3% 5.0% 

Total  

Non-refugee 
(N=544) 

Non-refugee 
(N=1,899) 

10.1% 8.7% 8.8% 9.3% 11.9% 7.0% 9.9% 10.0% 8.9% 7.4% 8.0% Refugee 
(N=2,257) 

10.2% 11.5% 10.2% 9.7% 10.5% 8.1% 10.3% 8.9% 7.7% 6.6% 6.4% 

District
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1.

District

Uwez  District Partners

Approaches to Rural 
Community 
Development (ARCOD)

Manasseh Acidri

Global Aim.

James Addu

Jamba Emmanuel

Arua

2. Adjumani

Maandebo Moses

Eruaga PatrickOnzimai Henry

Integrated 

(I-DO)

Dan Namanya

3. Isingiro

Natukunda FortunateNimusiima Albert 

Needy Kids Uganda

Muzamil Achema

4. Yumbe

1. Jackson Atria

2.

1. Francis Egadu

2. Charity Karungi

3. Elly Musana 

4. Wairagala 

5. Richard Mutebi Kizito 

6. Dr Gertrude

7. Namubiru

8.

9. Dr Kizito Omala

Ondoga KarimAluma Swali
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