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1.
system

National trends in gender gaps over the 
past decades 

Figure 1
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Figure 2



Figure 3b
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Figure 3a
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gender in the Uwezo data

Figure 4
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Figure 6a

Figure 6b
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 ²

outcomes is only a fraction of what it is for
children in subsequent grades. More specifically, the 
difference between boys and girls in Primary 1 is only 
one third of what it is in the layer grades in English, 
and in numeracy there is virtually no difference 
between the two groups in Primary 1.
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By Primary 2, the more significant gaps in appropriate grade progression and learning outcomes start to 
emerge. This implies that, to a certain extent, these gaps in grade progression
are indeed correlated with learning gaps, and that appropriate grade progression might be, at least
partly, due to differential learning outcomes.
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equity on learning and enrolment outcomes
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Annex

Table 1: difference in learning outcomes between girls and boys (age 3-14) on selected variables

Subject Outcomes [1] [2] [3] Average yearly 
growth

Gender difference as a 
share of average yearly 

growth

Maths

Uwezo level (standardized)
0.06** 0.04* 0.05*** 0.19*** 26%
(0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.01)

Can do basic subtraction exercises
0.02*** 0.01 0.01** 0.08*** 20%
(0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.00)

Observations 12520 9040 9040 12521

English

Uwezo level (standardized)
0.10*** 0.07*** 0.08*** 0.17*** 48%
(0.02) (0.02) (0.01) (0.01)

Can read short words in English
0.05*** 0.04*** 0.04*** 0.08*** 53%
(0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.01)

Observations 12573 9062 9062 12574

Local 
language

Uwezo level (standardized)
0.10*** 0.08*** 0.09*** 0.16*** 55%
(0.03) (0.03) (0.02) (0.01)

Can read short words in local language
0.05*** 0.04*** 0.05** 0.08*** 61%
(0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.01)

Observations 4838 3541 3541 4838

Aggregate 
outcomes

Can read short words in English and do simple subtraction 
exercises

0.03*** 0.02*** 0.03*** 0.07*** 40%
(0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.00)

Observations 12317 8910 8910 12318

Can read short words in English/local language and do 
simple subtraction exercises

0.03** 0.03** 0.03*** 0.06*** 46%
(0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.01)

Observations 4698 3453 3453 3980
Controls N Y Y N
Enumeration area fixed-effects N N Y N
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Notes: each point es�mate comes from regressing the outcome of interest on a binary variable equal to 1 if the pupil is a girl, and 0 otherwise. 
The list of controls include variables for the age of the pupil, years of preschool a�ended, indicators for different types of disability, an indicator 
for whether their mother went to school, an indicator for whether the pupil is displaying appropriate grade progression if in school, and indicators 
for the type of school a�ended (public/private/community). All regressions use weights following the methodology outlined in the Uwezo 2021 
report, where es�ma�ons with maths and English outcomes use weights at the sub-region level, and es�ma�ons that include outcomes for local 
languages use weights at the district level. Standard errors clusters at the level of the enumera�on area, consistent with the sampling approach. 
Sta�s�cal significance as follows: ***p<0.01, **p<0.05, *p<0.10
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