
proportion of non-readers in 
English in P3 (1/10 vs 3/10)

children in P3 who could recognise 
mathematical numbers, 0-99  

(All vs 9/10)
proportion of P3 non-readers in 

local language

P3-7 children who could do tasks 
involving all four arithmetic 

operations (6/10 vs 5/10)

P3 children who could do tasks 
involving all arithmetic 

operations (3/10 vs 2/10)

children aged 10 years who could 
complete tasks involving all four 

arithmetic operations (3/10 vs 2/10)
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Key Facts About 
Children’s Learning in Uganda

FACT 1

FACT 2

Nationally, learning 
outcomes have 

stagnated or regressed

Learning outcomes have slightly improved in some 
instances since 2021, especially for numeracy

..............................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................

FACT 5
There are major variations in 

learning outcomes by region, sex 
of the child and 

pre-school experience

11.2%7.3%

14.3% 15.8% 

FACT 3
Few children are acquiring competences 

typically expected for their age

FACT 4
There are signs of a gradual 

recovery from the 
consequences of the Covid-19 

pandemic-related school 
closures

children aged 10 who could read and 
comprehend a P2-level English story 

children aged 10 who could read 
and comprehend a P2-level local 

language  story 

2/10 3/10

P3-7 pupils who could read & 
comprehend a P2 level English story & 

do all 4 arithmetic operations tasks 
1/10

P3 pupils who could read and comprehend a 
P2 level English and local language story 

2024 2021

2024 2021

2024 2021

2024 2021

2024 2021

2/10 3/10

P3-7 pupils who could read and comprehend a 
P2 level story in local language

51.1% 68%

P7 pupils who could read and  comprehend 
a P2 level story in local language

23.2% 11.3%

P7 pupils who had not yet achieved a P2 
level competence in English

2024 2021 2024 2021

2024 2021 2024 2021

2024 2021

2024 2021

48.8% 54.5%
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2
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2024 2021

14% 16.5%

children aged 5 who were able to recognise letters of 
the English alphabet 

children in P3 who could read in English above the 
‘word’ level

P3 children who could read above word level in local 
language 

 

63%58%
Central Region

Central 
Region

Western
Region

Eastern
Region

 Northern 
Region

38%31%

Eastern Region

48%43%

Western Region

28%29%

Northern Region

Girls consistently lead over boys, in 
reading words in English in all regions, 

except in the Northern Region.

38%

with 0-1 years of 
pre-primary

2+ years of 
pre-primary 
education.

P3-P7  reading 
competence in 

English 

18%
63% 

49% 

61% 
46% 

35% 29% 

2+ years of 
pre-primary 
education.

with 0-1 years 
of pre-primary

The proportion of P3-P7 
children with P2-level 
numeracy competenc

Children aged 4-16 who were able to 
read words in english

1/10

.........................................................................................................................................................................................
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18.5%

3/10

22.4%
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52:1

The challenge of overage learners in primary 
education persists and has escalated since 2020.

FACT 1
Key management and governance bodies are in 

place in most primary schools but improvements 
are still needed in some aspects, especially the 

inclusion of women

FACT 3

FACT 5

..............................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................
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FACT 2
There are extreme 

constraints in 
staffing levels and 

school resources by 
by school type and 

region

FACT 4
Nurturing values and life skills 

as part of children’s early 
learning is equally important

Corporal punishment is still widely used in 
primary schools (and households)

pupil-teacher ratio for 
government-aided  

schools

21:1
pupil-teacher ratio for 

private schools

13%

10%

telling lies dishonesty

44.7%
escaping from school

48%48% 
Stealing reported in 

surveyed primary schools as 
one of the common types of 

child indiscipline

26.3% 17.9%17.9% 41% 41% 
fighting / violence

85%85% Households
reported corporal 

punishment

Households
reported corporal 

punishment70%70% schools reported
using corporal 
punishment

schools reported
using corporal 
punishment

14-year-olds
who had
reached P7

2024

2020

12.8% teachers in
government-aided schools are paid 
for privately from fees  

51.7% of teachers in Central
Region are paid from fees.

79:1 pupil-teacher-ratio

(PTR) for the Northern Region 

34:1 for the Central Region

10% The overall untrained

teachers teaching in primary 
schools.  

7.4% untrained teachers

in government-aided schools. 

20.5% in private schools

25.9% in community

schools

23% of primary schools that
had access to the Internet

1:33 The pupil-textbook ratio
for local language in P2 classrooms

27.2% The P2 classrooms
that reported to have no local 
language textbooks at all.

99% 
98% 

Government-aided 
schools 

Private schools 

% having School Management 
Committees (SMC) 

95%
61% 

government-aided and 
community schools 

Private schools 

% having Parent-Teacher 
Associations (PTAs) 

4 out of 12 
women SMC members in 

government-aided schools

31%
head teachers are women

31%
head teachers are serving in ‘acting’ capacity

13.7% 
of SMC chairpersons 

5.5% 
of PTA chairpersons are women
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