
WELCOME NOTE 
FROM THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

It gives me much pleasure to welcome 
you most cordially to our first newsletter 
as a newly independent organisation! As 
you may already be aware, Uwezo Uganda 
started operating as an independent not-for-
profit organisation in January 2020. 
Prior to this, we were, for a period spanning 
10 years, a program of Twaweza East Africa, 
an organisation that spearheads a variety 
of interventions to influence improvement 
of learning outcomes, active citizens and 
responsive authorities in Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda. 

In this scheme of work, Uwezo generated and 
disseminated independent assessment data, 
and contributed to amplifying the evidence 
of low learning outcomes and the fact that 
schooling does not lead to learning for millions 
of children.

The new independent Uwezo Uganda 
envisions a society in which all children are 

learning and realising their full potential. 
We are committed to making our modest 
contribution to the achievement of this grand 
agenda by demonstrating how to improve 
learning outcomes and keeping communities 
and leaders focused on learning through 
assessment, research, innovations, partnerships 
and advocacy. 

We look forward to walking this journey with 
our partners at community, district, national, 
and global levels.

Yours Sincerely,

Mary Goretti Nakabugo, PhD
Executive Director, Uwezo Uganda
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“UWEZO UGANDA 
ENVISIONS A SOCIETY IN 
WHICH ALL CHILDREN 
ARE LEARNING AND 
REALISING THEIR FULL 
POTENTIAL.” 
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Please Join ALiVE and Counterparts @CIES 2026, San Francisco, CA 

Building Cohesive Societies Through Education: Systems-Level Approaches to Nurturing 21st-Century 
Skills for Social Cohesion in Diverse Contexts
Sun, March 29, 9:45 to 11:00am, Hilton San Francisco Union Square, Floor: Ballroom Level, Franciscan C

Formal Panel Session

1. Developing Learning Progressions for Life Skills to Strengthen Social Cohesion in East Africa - Stella Rose Akongo, Luigi Giussani 
Institute for Higher Education; Martin Ariapa, Luigi Giussani Foundation; Khadija A Shariff, Milele Zanzibar Foundation; and 
Faridah Mubiru Nassereka, Uwezo Uganda

2. Relational Pedagogies and Systemic Change: Education’s Role in Healing Divisions and Fostering Social Cohesion - Apoorva 
Bhatnagar, Joseph Thomas Rijo, Sreehari Ravindranath, and Amit Kumar Vishwanath - Dream a Dream
Values-Based Education in Kenya: A Whole School Approach to Fostering Social Cohesion and Ethical Citizenship - Elizabeth
Adhiambo Owiti, Mizizi Elimu Afrika

Life Skills and Socio-Emotional Learning in Refugee Camps, Crisis-Affected Contexts and Parallel Systems: Evidence from Two 
Multi-Country Studies – Stephen H. Bayley, Silvia Diazgranados, and Jonathan Kwok - International Rescue Committee

From Aspirations to Practice: Building a Coherent 21st Century Skills Framework for social cohesion in Zanzibar - Khadija A 
Shariff and Ramadhani Ally Matimbwa - Milele Zanzibar Foundation
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www.reliafrica.orgwww.alive-reli.orgwww.uwezouganda.org www.mizizielimu.org
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